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Barbican announces The Death of Stalin live in concert, plus 

Songlines magazine’s 25th anniversary celebration  

The Death of Stalin – In Concert 
Wednesday 27 March 2024, 7.30pm 
Barbican Hall 
Tickets from £20 plus booking fee 
 
In March 2024, the Barbican and BBC Symphony Orchestra will bring Armando 
Iannucci’s biting comedy satire, The Death of Stalin (2017) to the Hall. This unique and 
cinematic evening will present a screening with the BBC Symphony Orchestra, who will be 
playing Christopher Willis' score in synchronisation with the film for the first time, 
conducted by Matt Dunkley.  

  
The Death of Stalin recounts the turmoil following Soviet Union leader Joseph Stalin’s 
demise in 1953 as the remaining members of the Secretariat of the Communist Party jostle 
for power.  Balancing hilarity and horror, with a stellar ensemble cast delivering compelling 
performances, The Death of Stalin paints a picture both amusing and unsettling.  

  
Christopher Willis, a regular Iannucci collaborator (Veep, The Personal History of David 
Copperfield), wrote a score that echoes the brilliant 20th-century Russian symphonists such 
as Shostakovich and Myaskovsky and underpins the film with power, elegance, and wit.   

  
The live screening will be followed by a Q&A featuring director Armando Iannucci, 
composer Christopher Willis, producer Kevin Loader and members of the principal cast 
including Jason Isaacs and Michael Palin.  
  
Co-produced by the Barbican and the BBC Symphony Orchestra  
The Death of Stalin - In Concert is a Big Screen Live production in association with 
Entertainment One Group.   
Find out more 
 
~ 
 
Songlines @ 25 
Monday 25 March 2024, 7.30pm 
Barbican Hall 
Tickets from £25 plus booking fee 
 
Songlines magazine celebrates its remarkable 25-year history with a special anniversary 
concert in the Barbican Hall. With a stellar lineup of some of the very best of music from 
around the world, each act will present separate performances to mark 25 years of this 
world-leading publication for contemporary and traditional music. 
 

https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/the-death-of-stalin-in-concert


   

 

   

 

From beloved Songlines favourites to trailblazing newcomers, the evening will feature an 
eclectic blend of musical mastery, with each artist presenting a 30-minute set.  
 
Salif Keita, the “golden voice of Africa”, will be joined on the kora by Mamadou Diabate - 
paying tribute to their rich Malian heritage in an intimate performance together. 
  
A driving force behind Québec’s progressive Francophone folk movement, Le Vent Du Nord 
bring their rhythmic and soulful music to the line-up. 
 
Divanhana, who are paving the future of sevdalinka (Balkan Blues), pay tribute to their 
heritage with a performance of urban traditional music from Bosnia & Herzegovina. 
 
And finally, Mandé jazz sensations, Balimaya Project and bandleader Yahael Camara 
Onono return to the Barbican Hall to perform their infectiously rhythmic fusions of West 
African tradition and London's new jazz sound. 
 
Produced by the Barbican 
Find out more 
 
 
SUPPORT ACT ANNOUNCED 

 
Max Cooper presents Seme 

+ Odalie 

Thurs 4 – Fri 5 April 2024 

Barbican Hall, 8pm 

Tickets from £27.50 plus booking fee 

  

Electronic music producer, acclaimed musician, sound designer and creative Max Cooper 

will give the UK premiere performance of Seme – the latest project in the London-based 

audio-visual artist’s vast portfolio of work – on two dates in April 2024 

  

Returning to the Barbican for the first time since 2019’s Yearning for the Infinite, Cooper’s 

new project Seme (or “Seed”) was developed originally for its world premiere at the 

Saltzburg Easter Festival directed by Sir Antonio Pappano, based around the passion and 

spirit of Italy. Working to this theme, Seme takes inspiration from, and centres around, an 

exploration of rich Italian foundational aesthetics. Combining historical Italian musical and 

visual elements with their counterparts from the history of science, philosophy and art, 

Cooper’s Seme mines Italy’s rich cultural past to create a meditation on the form which 

yields us, and the world we live in. 

  

For this performance in London, Cooper will be joined by soprano Kim Sheehan, cellist 

Niels Orens, pianist Tom Hodge, with visuals by multi-disciplinary design studio 

Architecture Social Club, Yoshi Sodeoka, and Davide Quayola. 

 

Support comes from Odalie who crafts mosaics of sound that range from uplifting to 

melancholy, touching on a world of emotion in between. 

 

Produced by the Barbican 

Generously supported by Trevor Fenwick and Jane Hindley 

Find out more 

 

https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/songlines-25
http://tracking.barbican.org.uk/tracking/click?d=G6IJtH8LUgsUrq4sRjaipLeIrcZtS1XcpHKtdX-wg9MuZESU3eP64e0vGTxHvdOTGhSbG8IdxqCfrO5X-RU0Va_LHTA9eCbB6c3W_0c4yORqza-lebfYfVWhlnQirYqRw_D2kAYGQBFeb56TORtOCWL_02a2PD5PQlyzNTZr0mbA1q4LNo7OHaV8Jrya_h0OQcw0FUdvAyuZbGMuJHfJnKU1


   

 

   

 

BARBICAN PROMOTIONS COMING UP THIS YEAR  

• Gavin Bryars at 80 (Tue 19 Dec 2023, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm)  
   
 

BARBICAN PROMOTIONS COMING UP IN 2024  

• The Milk Carton Kids (Fri 19 Jan 2024, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm)  

• Michael Rother Plays NEU!, Harmonia & Solo Works (Sat 3 Feb 
2024, Barbican Hall, 8pm) 

• Alessandro Cortini + KMRU (Sat 10 Feb 2024, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm)  

• L’Rain (Wed 21 Feb 2024, Milton Court Concert Hall, 7.30pm)  

• Metamorphosis – Third Coast Percussion (Thu 22 Feb 2024, Milton Court Concert 
Hall, 7.30pm)  

• Circle of Live – In Concert with JakoJako, Joep Beving, Laura Misch and 
Sebastian Mullaert (Sat 24 Feb 2024, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm)  

• Rone – L(oo)ping with London Contemporary Orchestra (Sun 10 Mar 2024, 
Barbican Hall, 7.30pm)  

• Songlines @ 25 (Mon 25 Mar 2024, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm) 

• The Death of Stalin – In Concert (Wed 27 Mar 2024, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm) 

• Mew and Danish Chamber Orchestra (Wed 3 Apr 2024, Barbican Hall, 7pm)  

• Max Cooper: Seme + Odalie (Thu 4 – Fri 5 Apr 2024, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm)  

• Anoushka Shankar (Sat 6 Apr 2024, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm)  

• Jenny Hval: I Want to Be a Machine (Wed 10 – Sat 13 Apr 2024, The Pit, 8pm)  

• Lila Downs (Fri 12 Apr 2024, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm)  

• Colin Stetson: Hereditary + London Contemporary Orchestra (Thu 25 Apr 
2024, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm)  

• Travels Over Feeling: The Music of Arthur Russell (Sat 25 May 2024, Barbican Hall, 
7.30pm)  

• Arianne Lenker with friends (Sat 27 April 2024, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm)  

• Lucinda Chua and Galya Bisengalieva with LCO (Thurs 2 May 2024, Milton Court 
Concert Hall, 7.30pm)  

• Sona Jobarteh (Sat 11 May 2024, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm)  

• An Intimate Piano Performance from Lambchop (Sat 1 Jun 2024, Barbican Hall, 
7.30pm)  

https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2023/event/gavin-bryars-at-80
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/aLS3CWnDKsyXVRnSQcamQ?domain=urldefense.com
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/alessandro-cortini
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/lrain
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/metamorphosis-third-coast-percussion
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/metamorphosis-third-coast-percussion
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/circle-of-live-in-concert
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/rone-looping
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/rone-looping
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/songlines-25
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/the-death-of-stalin-in-concert
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/mew-and-danish-chamber-orchestra
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/max-cooper-presents-seme
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/anoushka-shankar
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/jenny-hval-i-want-to-be-a-machine
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/lila-downs
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/vDlqCY6GYu6pwEyI5mQH5?domain=urldefense.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/vDlqCY6GYu6pwEyI5mQH5?domain=urldefense.com
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/travels-over-feeling-the-music-of-arthur-russell
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/travels-over-feeling-the-music-of-arthur-russell
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/adrianne-lenker-with-friends
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/lucinda-chua-galya-bisengalieva-with-lco
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/lucinda-chua-galya-bisengalieva-with-lco
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/sona-jobarteh
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/AsJ4CZ4JGFo80rWf2bP4b?domain=urldefense.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/AsJ4CZ4JGFo80rWf2bP4b?domain=urldefense.com


   

 

   

 

• Erland Cooper: Carve the Runes Then Be Content With Silence (Sat 8 Jun 
2024, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm)  

• Nils Frahm – Music For London (Thu 11 – Sun 14 Jul 2024, Barbican Hall, 8pm + 
matinee performance Sun 14 Jul 2024, 3pm)  

• Cornelius (Fri 6 Sep 2024, Barbican Hall, 7.30pm)  

 
ENDS  
  
Notes to Editors  
  
For further information, images or to arrange interviews about Barbican promotions 
please contact:  
 

Ed Maitland Smith, Communications Manager for Music  
e – Edward.MaitlandSmith@barbican.org.uk   
t – 0203 834 1115   
  
Simone Gibbs, Communications Officer for Music  
e – Simone.Gibbs@barbican.org.uk  
t – 0203 834 1185  
   
Barbican press room  
All Barbican Centre press releases, news announcements and the Communications team’s 
contact details are listed on our website at www.barbican.org.uk/our-story/press-room  
  
About the Barbican  
  
The Barbican is a catalyst for creativity, sparking possibilities for artists, audiences, and 
communities. We showcase the most exciting art from around the world, pushing traditional 
artistic boundaries to entertain and inspire millions of people, create connections, provoke 
debate, and reflect the world we live in.   
  
We are an international arts and events centre rooted firmly in our own 
neighbourhood,  collaborating with local communities and putting the City of London on the 
map as a destination for everybody. Central to our purpose is supporting emerging talent 
and shaping opportunities that will accelerate the next generation of creatives.   
  
As a not-for-profit, we rely on the generosity of individuals and organisations, including our 
principal funder the City of London Corporation. Every ticket purchased, donation made, and 
pound earned supports our arts and learning programme and enables the widest possible 
range of people to experience the joy of the arts.  
  
Opened in 1982, the Barbican is a unique and audacious building, recognised globally as an 
architectural icon. As well as our theatres, galleries, concert halls and cinemas, we have a 
large conservatory with over 1,500 species of plants and trees, a library, conference 
facilities, public and community spaces, restaurants, bars, and a picturesque lakeside oasis.  
  
We’re proud to be the home of the London Symphony Orchestra, and a London base of the 
Royal Shakespeare Company. We regularly co-commission, produce and showcase the 
work of our other associates and partners including the Academy of Ancient Music, the BBC 
Symphony Orchestra, Boy Blue, Britten Sinfonia, Cheek by Jowl, Darbar Festival, Doc'n Roll 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/-ogJC1j8pTEBl2QfZ4qph?domain=urldefense.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/-ogJC1j8pTEBl2QfZ4qph?domain=urldefense.com
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/4eRPC2R5qIEZgPDfwZMdN?domain=urldefense.com
https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on/2024/event/cornelius
mailto:Edward.MaitlandSmith@barbican.org.uk
mailto:Simone.Gibbs@barbican.org.uk
http://www.barbican.org.uk/our-story/press-room
https://www.lso.co.uk/
https://www.rsc.org.uk/
https://aam.co.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/symphonyorchestra
https://www.bbc.co.uk/symphonyorchestra
https://www.boyblue.co.uk/
https://www.brittensinfonia.com/
https://www.cheekbyjowl.com/
https://www.darbar.org/
https://www.docnrollfestival.com/


   

 

   

 

Film Festival, Drum Works, EFG London Jazz Festival, Human Rights Watch Film Festival, 
London Palestine Film Festival, Serious, and Trafalgar Entertainment.  
  
For more information, visit our website or connect with us on Instagram | Twitter | Facebook | 
YouTube | Spotify | LinkedIn   
 

https://www.docnrollfestival.com/
https://drumworks.co.uk/
https://efglondonjazzfestival.org.uk/
https://ff.hrw.org/london
https://www.palestinefilm.org.uk/
https://serious.org.uk/
https://www.trafalgarentertainment.com/
https://www.barbican.org.uk/
http://tracking.barbican.org.uk/tracking/click?d=C_LcOAEiFammbcN9d1wzlvoHUG8xMgN2gk7cf_jV4xIpHT95q2b6MaPezKubdtjUv9KuzanntN-XIbhgPcJBOghIullKzV_GSVpR8S8h8Zfj55rzJuxylUDBjIDazGl451iGlU5PMBrqGMVCCeYb-X81
http://tracking.barbican.org.uk/tracking/click?d=YxrwqmAN_KwTHCUchykvioTVUqRlwwQD1WgP9a6Bj75xTE0UeQyN8f6wgDjeX56yGP_rafq4dqkYLjzufj7wYs10j8IVmxcmX2_sVZmjpnJklwNPtkG3ihECmGYKiNYQyA1KwzcIZO3iSwllImukBkI1
http://tracking.barbican.org.uk/tracking/click?d=mmA_GD5bDhOpy5-M7Y6kk2acIYZN8ZnldsWxhHuZRLqA0GgYtCnsgxeTvdDg2z7B4ITpUiu3fAH__oev9hOtQh_B-Uid4qMhSOC8wrH0cKPtJj_yWzuLO7v1EZauV3MtYtjvb_Cf7GlnbTFuN-w3uto1
http://tracking.barbican.org.uk/tracking/click?d=jFmMraam-JwFLgKGhaj32XSaxwHFpnx8Byr7moU_VQJQUEhYRLbhyDuyQ7-Alk7VqWsdIdpgSKQU4HcRDhIMbwFTGqq_ldChg4D9h1JrZoOuZsslrXnqyQBLegGH1v8FlxxQ6XBivIP0eC88d089QZA1
http://tracking.barbican.org.uk/tracking/click?d=VCc8iBn6M3M5uUQekGBfYpWGwEIyVm8LiiNfYleR_xUsg0dLgVUHXZ8NCVZNUd4pVaClYi4qElv8RaRzkL-LlCLkwXqSXbYNB9vBi-JFrbYpWrYd58kpYwLlIK2xHYmw-_oge8cZbEmc94bIAGbhixOhkpihXYgBrPxMWuh-6GFq0
https://uk.linkedin.com/company/barbican-centre

